Transcribing 1898 Letter from Baltimore friend of Anna McDowell to Anna 


To Anna McDowell from L.C 


August 5, 1898 


This is just for your eyes 


Now a little talk for your eyes only. In the quiet of our home I have had time to think 
about our days and weeks spent at O.G. taking them up, one by one, was a little 
surprised to find how large a portion of your time had been given to me, Can't call up a 
day that you did not give me part of it. It meant much happiness to me, and made my 
stay full of sunshine, At the same time it took you from your other friends. Bet you don't 
know how often I remained in my room in order to give you a little time with your other 
friends, knowing if I went to the parlor my steps would turn in the direction where you 
sat as Samantha says, "All unbeknown to me," You will never know dearest what a 
comfort you were to me during our stay at O.G. If the thought comes to you that I was a 
little exacting, please don't let it make you think less of me. 


Your other friends have you now all the time, and I know they enjoy your society, but I 
don't believe one of them watches for your coming with the same tenderness or rejoiced 
in the little pleasant things in the way of honors that came to you as did your humble 
friends. 


I will ask you to burn this as soon as you read, it might look foolish to other eyes, but 
you understand me, and if you were a blessing to me, why should I not tell you. I might 
never see you again, so I will not let this opportunity slip by. Hope you will inform me 
each day and when your stay at O.G. comes to an end go home strong and well, God 
Bless You and your dear husband. 


L.C. 


Transcribed by Dale C. Maley 
November 17, 2023 
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